Relationship between male-male and male-female sexual behavior in 5-6-month-old male lambs.
To characterize male-male sexual behavior during lamb development, to relate it with lamb body and testicular growth, and with sexual behavior toward estrual ewes, 40 Milchschaf male lambs, weaned at 45 days of age, were kept with ewes that were nursing younger lambs. Experimental lambs were weighed and scrotal circumference was measured every 2 weeks. Male-male sexual behavior was observed during 1-2 h every 2 weeks after birth until 7 months of age. Observations were recorded more intensively (3-4 h on five different days) for 2 weeks (5-6 months of age) as male-male sexual behavior increased during that period. Both mounting and mounted lambs were identified. An individual mounting index (MI) was calculated. To study male-female sexual behavior, lambs were individually located with two estrual ewes, and during 5 min the number of ano-genital sniffing, lateral approaches, mounts, and mounts with ejaculation were recorded. From those data, a libido index was also calculated. Male-male mounts (n=308) were observed. Courtship behavior was displayed in 25% of interactions; mounts were accepted in 72.1% of attempted mounts. Mounts without previous courtship were accepted more frequently than mounts with previous courtship (P=0.002). Lamb weight and scrotal circumference were not different according to MI groups. Lambs that mounted more times estrual ewes (first tertile) had greater (P=0.04) MI (0.61+/-0.10) than lambs with medium (0.27+/-0.09) and less (0.30+/-0.10) MI. The regression between MI and heterosexual libido index was r=0.33 (P<0.05). In summary, intensive male-male sexual activity during a short period of male lamb development was observed. There was a positive relationship between sexual behavior of male lambs towards other male lambs and towards estrual ewes.